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CLAIMS: 



1 • A remote control device (3) for remotely controlling a playback device (2), 

which playback device (2) is designed for the acoustic playback of audio signals, and which 
playback device (2) is designed to receive, in a wireless manner, volume-influencing signals 
(6) emitted by the remote control device (3), and to control the volume of the playback of the 
5 audio signals in accordance with the received volume-influencing signals (6), wherein the 
remote control device (3) comprises a detector (7) for detecting mobile-phone radio signals 
(5) that can be generated with a mobile phone (4), and wherein, on detecting the mobile- 
phone radio signals (5), the remote control device (3) is designed to emit to the playback 
device (2), in a wireless manner, a volume-influencing signal (6) with which the volume of 
10 the playback of the audio signals by the playback device (2) can be influenced. 

2 - A remote control device (3) as claimed in claim 1, wherein the detector (7) is 
designed to detect the identifier that is transmitted to the base station by the mobile phone (4) 
in reaction to incoming calls and is contained in the mobile-phone radio signals (5). 

15 

3 - A remote control device (3) as claimed in claim 2, wherein the detector (7) is 
designed to distinguish between an identifier relating to the reception of data messages and 
an identifier relating to the reception of spoken messages. 

20 4 - A remote control device (3) as claimed in claim 1, wherein the detector (7) is 

designed to ignore short signal pulses from the mobile phone (4), with which it regularly 
reports to the base station. 

5 - A remote control device (3) as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the volume- 

25 influencing signal (6) represents a muting signal, a volume-reducing signal, a fading signal or 
a pause or stop signal to interrupt the playback of a data carrier in the playback device (2). 

6 - A remote control device (3) as claimed in claim 1, wherein the remote control 
device (3) is designed as a mounting for one or more mobile phones. 
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7 - A remote control device (3) as claimed in claim 1, wherein the remote control 

device (3) comprises a charging device (3g) for a mobile phone. 

5 8 - A remote control device (3) as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the range of the 

detector (7) for reception of the mobile-phone radio signals (5) from a mobile phone (4) is 
restricted to less than 3 m, preferably less than 1.5 m. 

9 - A remote control device (3) as claimed in claim 1, wherein the remote control 
10 device (3) is designed as an infrared or ultrasonic remote control device. 

10 - An audio-signal playback system (1) with a remote control device (3) as 
claimed in any one of claims 1 to 9, and with a playback device (2), which playback device 
(2) is designed for the acoustic playback of audio signals, and which playback device (2) is 

15 designed to receive, in a wireless manner, volume-influencing signals (6) emitted by the 
remote control device (3), and to control the volume of the playback of the audio signals in 
accordance with the received volume-influencing signals (6). 

1 1 ■ An audio-signal playback system (1) as claimed in claim 10, wherein the 

20 playback device (2) is designed as a television set or stereo system. 

1 2 - A method of influencing the volume of the playback of audio signals, which 

audio signals are emitted from a playback device (2), comprising the detection of mobile- 
phone radio signals (5) that can be generated with a mobile phone (4) in a remote control 
25 device (3), and comprising the wireless transmission of a volume-influencing signal (6) from 
the remote control device (3) to the playback device (2), with which volume-influencing 
signal the volume of the playback of the audio signals by the playback device (2) is 
influenced. 



30 13 - A method as claimed in claim 12, wherein an identifier contained in the 

mobile-phone radio signals (5) from the mobile phone (4), which is transmitted from the 
mobile phone to the base station in reaction to incoming calls, is detected. 
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14. A method as claimed in claim 13, wherein, during detection, a distinction is 
made between an identifier relating to the reception of data messages and an identifier 
relating to the reception of spoken messages. 

15. A method as claimed in claim 12, wherein, during detection of the radio 
signals (5) from the mobile phone (4), short signal pulses from the mobile phone (4), with 
which the mobile phone (4) regularly reports to the base station, are ignored. 

16. A method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the volume-influencing signal (6) is 
made up of a muting signal, a volume-reducing signal, a fading signal or a pause or stop 
signal to interrupt the playback of a data carrier in the playback device (2). 

17. A method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the volume-influencing signal (6) 
transmitted via the remote control device lies in the infrared or ultrasonic frequency range. 



